
EXPLORING ASPECTS OF INNOVATION: IMPACT, INFLUENCE, CHANGE 

 

New Invention or Idea Innovation Possible Impacts, Influences, Changes-This is just a 
brainstorming list! Just a start! 

Invention of Barbed Wire 
1868-1874 

1. Wide spread use of 
barbed wire in 
replacing wooden or 
stone fences across 
the planes 

How did the wide spread use of barbed wire open up the 
Great Plains to farming? To the growth or decline of 
farming communities? 
What were the positive and negatives of this use? Loss of 
open range? 
How did barb wire influence the development of Cowboy 
culture? 
What impacts did widespread use of barbed wire have 
short term and long term on the development and 
decline of Cattle Drives? The beef industry? 

Electrical power to homes 
and towns began with 
Edison and the 
Hearthstone Home 1882 

2. Widespread rural 
electrification of 
farms during the 
1920’s to 1940’s 

How did rural electrification increase or influence farm 
production? 
What changes occurred short term and long term in 
regards to farm life culture, farm economy, scale of 
farming? 
What were positive and negative impacts if any of rural 
electrification? 
How did this impact rural areas, the larger region, and 
finally the United States? 
How has the improvements brought about by rural 
electrification changed over time? 

No Till Farming Plow 1962-
First mass produced no till 
plow 1966  

3. Widespread 
adoption of no till 
farming to water 
saving and plowing 
of commercial crops 

How did the widespread adoption of no till farming 
increase in conservation methods in farming? How did it 
influence other environmentally friendly efforts in 
agriculture? 



in the Great Plains 
ca. 1970’s  

What other new ideas and crops using no till methods 
developed over time? 
What were short term and long-term effects of no till 
farming on the Midwest, the United States, on other 
countries? 
Were there negative impacts with using no till farming? If 
so, what might those be? 
How did the implementation of no till farming change 
over time? 

First American Patent 1790 
approved protecting the 
right to earn profits from a 
new invention. Individuals 
working for government 
offices, colleges, etc. were 
not allowed to patent their 
inventions-thus dampening 
innovations coming from 
those types of inventors 
and institutions 

4. Bayh Dole Act 1980 
lets universities, 
non-profits, and 
small businesses 
own and patent 
inventions made 
using federal 
research money 

How did the passage of the Bayh Dole act increase the 
number and advancement of inventions and innovations 
coming from colleges, universities, non-profits and 
small businesses? 
What impact did the Bayh Dole Act have on researchers 
and inventors work on new innovations? What were the 
positives and negative impacts if any? 
How did the Bayh Dole Act impact the everyday life of 
Americans, scientists, and fields of research? 
What connections can be found between this act and 
today’s events? 

Geographically escaping 
from enslavement or slave 
like conditions to an area of 
freedom such as the 
Underground Railroad prior 
to the Civil War (Began as 
early as Spanish in Florida 
during colonial period 

5. Exodusters-moving 
out from slave like 
share cropping and 
restrictive laws to 
new territory in post-
Civil War ca. 1879-
1900 

How had homesteading opened up home ownership for 
former enslaved people prompting the Exoduster 
movement?  
What role did being part of the Exoduster movement 
have on self-determination for former enslaved 
individuals and families? 
How did the Exodusters create economic and cultural 
opportunities for Black communities on the plains that 
grew beyond the initial towns and cities? 
The Story of Nicodemus; The Story of Dunlap; etc. 



Integrating indigenous 
peoples into Euro-
American culture through 
education-Civilization Act 
of 1819 

6. Indian Boarding 
Schools ca 1869 to 
present such as 
Haskell at Lawrence, 
Kansas 

 

What was the impact and influence of Haskell Indian 
School on Native culture, traditions, language, and 
families during the mid to late 1800’s? 
Did the Indian Boarding Schools contribute to the 
preservation or death of Native languages and cultures? 
How? Did that change over time? 
What impact did the Indian Boarding schools have on 
the students, their families, their nation, and the whole 
country? Has the influence of the schools changed over 
time? 
Have there been reparation attempts and if so, what has 
happened? How are stories of the changes and 
influences of the schools been shared?  
How did the schools, their purposes, and approaches 
change over time? What influenced that change? 
Did the schools contribute or were detriment of cross 
tribal cooperation? What was their influence? Did the 
schools impact the later political movements such as 
AIM? 
 

Utilize court cases to 
dismantle Jim Crow’s 
separate but equal policy  

7. Topeka lawyers 
Elisha, Charles S., 
and John Scott 
pioneer a court case 
1951 to try that 
separate schools are 
never equal using 
the Topeka Schools 
as an example 
where most Black 
and White schools 

What was the impact of court case at the local level-
Topeka’s and Kansas’ response? 
What was the Influence over other court cases and legal 
strategies to dismantle separate but equal schools? 
What impact and influence on dismantling separate but 
equal public facilities for desegregation did the Topeka 
lawyers have? 
Ultimately how did the Brown case impact and influence 
the dismantling separate but equal rights for other 
minorities such as gender, race, disabilities? 



were equal in 
funding, etc. 

Integrated Circuit by 
Kansan Jack Kilby in 1958 

8. Innovation of 
miniaturization of 
electronics and 
digitalization 

What influence did the integrated circuit have on 
personalized smaller electronics? 
How did devices that used the integrated circuit such as 
hand-held calculator change individual’s lives? 
Industry? Businesses? 
What impact if any did the integrated circuit have on 
military and space technology and research short term 
and long term? 
What were the positive and negative changes that came 
about from this innovation? 
What connections if any can you find between the past 
innovation and today’s electronics? 

Companies issuing health 
care plans for their 
employees 1929-1930 but 
when employee left-lost all 
health benefits 

9. Senator Edward 
Kennedy and Kansas 
Senator Nancy 
Landon Kassabaum 
in 1996 create the 
Health Insurance 
Portability and 
Accountability Act 
Insurance follows an 
individual when 
changing jobs  

What influence did this bill have on increasing or 
decreasing patients’ rights after leaving their former 
employer? 
What were the impacts on the health and finances of 
workers across the United States? Insurance industry? 
What changes happened in how health insurance was 
offered to workers? Within industries and businesses? 
What connections do you find between the past and 
current policies? 

 10. Insurance provides 
guarantee of privacy 
through the Kennedy 
Kassabaum Health 
Insurance and 

What impact on patient’s right to privacy did the 
Kennedy Kassabaum act have in the field of medicine 
and medical treatment? 
What influenced the passage of this bill? How did the 
Kennedy Kassabaum Act influence other national, state, 
and local legislation? 



Portability and 
Accountability Act 

What were positive and negative impacts short term and 
long term from this bill? 
What connections do you see from when the bill was 
first enacted in 1996 to the present? How has the field of 
patient’s rights changed over time as a result of this act? 

Working to gain right to vote 
through state legislation 
and constitutions beginning 
with Kansas rather than an 
amendment to the National 
Convention only 

11. Clarina Nichols 
campaign for 
women to have the 
right to vote in 1859 
in Kansas 
constitution at 
Lecompton 
Constitution 
Convention 

While women were not given universal state suffrage 
they gained the right to vote in school board elections. 
How did this influence other states in 1861 and beyond? 
The nation? 
Kansas held the first statewide referendum for women’s 
suffrage in 1867 bringing national attention to the issue 
of full women’s suffrage. How was this statewide 
referendum used to influence the state to state 
campaign for women’s suffrage? The national level 
campaign? 
Who was included and who was excluded from these 
state wide campaigns such as in Kansas? 
How did this effort impact the national effort for an 
amendment to the United States Constitution? 
How did this influence advocacy efforts in other states, 
regions? 
 

 12. Clarina Nichols 
campaign for 
women’s marital 
rights in Kansas at 
the Lecompton 
Constitution 
Convention 

What influence did Nichols have on more advanced laws 
regarding women, property rights, right to custody of 
their children, and divorce in 1861? 
What influence or impact did this have on other states, 
the national campaign for women’s equality, etc. 

Explore a overland trading 
route between the western 

13. Establishment of 
permanent trading 

What influence did the trading route have on indigenous 
peoples along the route 



United States (i.e. Missouri) 
and Santa Fe, Mexico 1821 

posts, towns, and 
treaties to along a 
fixed trading route 
between 
Independence, 
Missouri (western 
outpost of United 
States) and 
prosperous Mexican 
territories 
represented by 
Santa Fe 

What changes came about due to the available trading 
goods brought across the trail in America? How did the 
trail’s influence impact short term and long-term 
governmental treaties, trade agreements, international 
policies? 
How did the trail change over time? What were positive 
and negative changes brought about by the Santa Fe 
Trail? 
What brought an end to the Santa Fe Trail? 

Invention of a high-speed 
national roadway system 
for military defense, travel 
and trade in the mid 1920’s 
under Nazi regime in 
Germany 

14. President Dwight 
Eisenhower 
understanding of the 
invention of such a 
roadway when in 
Europe during World 
War II through his 
leadership begins 
the Interstate 
Highway System 

What influence did the Interstate have on urban 
neighborhoods, rural areas?  
What were changes in automobile culture of the United 
States brought about by the Interstate System? How did 
that change over time?  
How did the introduction of the Interstate influence and 
what impacts did it have on manufacture and trade of 
goods across the United States? 
What if any were the military importance and influence 
on Cold War America of the Interstate? 
How did the Interstate influence the housing patterns of 
the 1950’s to the present?  
How did the Interstate System change over time? Do you 
find connections to today? 
 

Idea of using federal troops 
to enforce federal court 
decision in 1957 by Dwight 
David Eisenhower 

15. President 
Eisenhower in 1957 
sent federal troops 
to enforce the 

How did this action influence future federal enforcement 
of a court decision on local or state 
officials/institutions? 



desegregation of 
Little Rock’s Central 
High School 

How did the use of this force influence, change, or 
impact the long -term Civil Rights movement? Of school 
desegregation? Of other minorities, disabled, and 
genders movement towards desegregation of facilities, 
opportunities, etc.? 
 

Idea of using a sit-in as a 
nonviolent form of protest 
to further Civil Rights 1939 
in Alexandria, Virginia 

16. Dockum Drugstore 
Sit in 1958 Wichita-
Using a nonviolent 
sit in to desegregate 
a drugstore chain 

How did the Dockum Drugstore Sit-in later influence sit-
ins that followed such as in Oklahoma? Other states? 
How did the sit in have an impact on local stores, the 
Dockum Drug Store, other national chains? 
What impact or influence did the sit-in have for others 
seeking great access and opportunity whether a 
minority, different gender, or with a disability? 

Idea of mass producing 
cheaply available books to 
the public 1852-1860 by 
Erastus and Irwin Beadle 
(Beadle and Adams) 

17. Emanuel and Marcet 
Haldeman-Julius 
mass produce 5 
cent to 10 cent 
books of classics, 
fiction, radical 
political, scientific, 
and educational that 
help bring those 
subjects to the 
masses for over sixty 
years 

What influence would access to classics, radical 
politics, scientific, and educational books and 
pamphlets have on individuals? How did the availability 
of cheap classic books change things for individuals 
who might not have been able to afford books? On the 
political ideas of the day? 
What impact might this “A University in Print” have on 
Americans of all ages?  
What influence might these books on future authors? 
How did the ‘Blue Books’ change over time? 

Invention of gas-powered 
portable lantern by W. C. 
Coleman in 1905 

18. Innovation of 
inexpensive portable 
camping gear by 
Coleman Company 
of Wichita 

What impact did the development of a portable gas- 
powered lantern have for the military and general 
population? 
What influence on lifestyle and culture did accessible 
camping gear have on the general public? On youth 
organizations? 



How did the innovative camping gear evolve and change 
over time? 

Invention of the game of 
basketball in 1891 by James 
Naismith 

19. Innovation of 
basketball from 
peach baskets to 
international game 

How did Naismith influence the development of 
basketball from its initial game to later college play? 
How has the game changed over time? 
What influence has the game had on individual, United 
States, and the wider world? 

First known serving of 
traditional hamburger 
1895-1900 Louis Lassen in 
Connecticut 

20. Innovation of fast- 
food hamburger 
chain begins in 1921 
with White Castle in 
Wichita 

What influence have hamburger chains had on 
American eating habits and health? 
How have the availability of fast foods such as 
hamburgers impacted the nation? The world? 
How did White Castle influence and impact the 
development of other food franchises? 

Invention of the airplane by 
the Wright Brothers-needed 
improvement to be usable 

21. Clyde Cessna in 
1927 innovated the 
first mono-wing 
plane that didn’t 
require outside 
struts through the 
cantilever design 
now standard for all 
modern planes 

How did Clyde Cessna and his design influence the 
design of airplanes after 1927 to modern era? 
What impact did the Cessna airplanes have on the 
airline industries public and private?  
What impact did the Cessna Company have on the 
airline industry in the past? The present? 
 

First American navigable 
commercial canal 
connecting body of water to 
Atlantic Ocean 1825 

22. President Dwight 
Eisenhower helped 
initiate the 
innovative Saint 
Lawrence Seaway 
opening in 1958 

What influence has the seaway had on commercial 
waterways after 1958? 
What impact did the seaway have on economy, culture, 
and manufacturing in the United States and Canada? 
What positive and negative changes or impact did the 
seaway have on the neighboring areas, the countries 
involved, and internationally? 
Who opposed the seaway and why?  
How has the seaway changed overtime? 



The Soviet Union’s Sputnik 
is the first human made 
space object that orbited 
the Earth and crossed over 
the United States 1957 

23. President 
Eisenhower initiated 
the innovative 
organization of the 
National Space and 
Aeronautics Agency 
by Eisenhower 

How did the organization of NASA influence the success 
or failures of the United States early attempts at space 
flight and travel to the moon? 
What impact did the organization of NASA 
manufacturing and technology development in the 
United States and broader area? 
How did the organization of NASA influence or change 
the space race in the Cold War? 
How has NASA changed over time? 
What connections can be found from the initial founding 
of NASA to the present? 

Advanced technology 
developed by USSR used in 
SPUTNIK in 1957 as the first 
human made object to orbit 
the earth 

24. Innovation 
organization of 
DARPA/ARPA by 
President 
Eisenhower that 
ultimately resulted 
in the Internet 

What influence did the DARPA have on the development 
of the Internet? How did that impact technology 
development, individual and company culture and life? 
How did the development of the internet by 
ARPA/DARPA change over time? 
What positive and negative changes were brought about 
short term and long term by the DARPA/ARPA’s 
introduction of the Internet? 
What other innovations did DARPA/ARPA bring about? 

Revolutionary War veterans 
could be awarded a small 
pension or land grant as 
early as 1783 

25. Innovative veterans’ 
program proposed 
by Kansan Harry 
Colmery in the GI 
Bill of Rights in 1944 
specifically related 
to educational 
benefits 

How did this change the post service education for the 
veteran, their families, the community, the nation? 
How did the idea of education benefits spread or 
influence individuals or society?  
What were other perspectives or controversies about the 
post-secondary opportunities for WW II veterans? 
What were some short term or immediate changes 
brought about by the G. I. Bill of Rights? Long term? 
What changed over generations of veterans or families? 
Did those changes impact everyone? Were some left 
out? 



How did the GI Bill of Rights for veterans change over 
time? 
 
 
 
 

 26 Innovative veterans’ 
program proposed by 
Kansan Harry Colmery in 
1944 through the G.I. Bill of 
Rights that allowed for 
inexpensive housing loans 

How did the G.I. Bill of Rights change the post WWII 
opportunity for veterans to own their own homes? The 
need, availability, and type of housing for the family, the 
community, state, and nation? How did the sudden 
growth in home ownership change the face of cities? The 
Nation? 
How did G.I. Bill of Rights for home loans change over 
time? 

First program of welfare or 
financial assistance for 
children 1935 with Social 
Security Act 

27 Bob Dole’s work on 
welfare reforms through 
innovation of the WIC 
program specifically for 
new mothers and infants 

How did the development of WIC programs impact the 
health and lives of pregnant women, new mothers, and 
infants? 
How did the legislation influence future legislation? 
How has the WIC program changed over time? What 
positive and negative changes were brought about by the 
WIC program? 

Paul Laurence Dunbar 
African American poet who 
uses African American 
language in his poems in 
the late 19th and early 20th 
Century 

28 Langston Hughes 
continued innovation of 
African American poetry 
adding African American 
vernacular and the rhythm 
of jazz 

What influence did Langston Hughes have on the 
Harlem Renaissance? The wider country? 
How did Langston Hughes’ poems influence African 
American and other poets who followed him?  
How did Hughes influence American English, literature, 
and poetry and fiction? 
What connections can be found between Langston 
Hughes’ poetry today? 
 



Use of photographs to 
influence social changes 
such as through Lewis Hine 
1910’s through 1930’s 

29 Kansan Gordon Parks 
uses his photography in Life 
Magazine and other 
publications to bring focus 
to conditions of African 
Americans and others to 
bring about greater equality 
for minorities ca. 1948 
through 1972 

How did Gordon Parks influence other photographers of 
his era? Of the present day? 
What impact did Gordon Parks’ photographs have on 
how individuals and the United States viewed minorities, 
the poor, those without opportunities? 
What changes resulted because of Gordon Parks’ 
photographs? 
What connections can be found between photo 
journalism such as Parks during the Civil Rights era and 
today’s photo journalism? Social media? News? 

Exploration of oil began in 
1859 using general 
knowledge of geology 
beginning in 1859 

30 Kansas professor 
Wallace Pratt pioneered in 
the use of 
micropaleontology in the 
search for oil changing how 
prospecting in 1920’s for 
Humble Oil 

How did Wallace’s use of micropaleontology influence 
the prospecting for oil from 1918 to present day? 
What was the short term and long-term impact of his 
discovery and use of this approach in oil exploration? 
What were positive and negative short term and long- 
term impact? 
Is Pratt’s method still used today? 
 

New Idea-June 1866, 
Charles Goodnight and 
Oliver Loving decided to 
partner to drive cattle to 
growing western markets 
and eventually the railroad 

31 Joseph G. McCoy in 1867 
moves cattle from Texas 
along the Chisolm Trail to 
Kansas to the nearest 
railroad head, initiating a 
decades long tradition of 
cattle drives  

What influenced McCoy to set up a cattle drive from 
Texas to Kansas? How did that impact the local area 
adjacent to the trail? 
How did the Chisolm Trail influence the indigenous 
people living along the trail? Homesteaders? The people 
of the nation at large?  
How did the Chisolm Trail change over time? 
 

Rotating crops has been 
around since ancient times. 
Became studied in 17th 
Century Britain 

32 Adopted Kansan George 
Washington Carver 
innovative crop rotation 
with nitrogen fixing plants 
prevented soil depletion 

How did George Washington Carver’s teachings about 
crop rotation influence future agriculture reform? 
Agricultural Science?  
What short term and long-term changes were brought 
about by Carver’s crop rotation plans? 



especially with cotton 
crops 

Are these types of agricultural approaches still used 
today? What connections can be found? 
 

1862 Morrill Act 
established land grant 
institutes that included 
classes and colleges on 
agriculture 

33 Adopted Kansan George 
Washington Carver came 
up and implemented the 
idea of Jesup Wagon in 
which he took agriculture 
education to the poorest 
farms through a traveling 
wagon with availability of 
soil chemistry ca 1906 

How did the Jesup Wagon influence the extension or 
outreach of farming technology to impoverished 
farmers? To all? 
What was the short term and long-term impact of the 
Jesus Wagon? 
How did the use of the Jesup Wagon change and evolve 
over time? 
Did the Jesup Wagon influence other colleges? 
Graduates of Tuskegee Institute? 
 

1964 George Bass first 
comes up and uses a 
research submarine to map 
a ship wreck. 

34 Robert Ballard innovated 
use of submersible to 
explore for ocean 
archeology and discovered 
the Titanic at the greatest 
depth up to that time ca 
1985 

What did Ballard’s use of a remote submersible change 
for ocean archeology?  
What other technologies did Ballard influence? 
What was the short term and long term in submersible 
technology? Archeology? 

Maestas v. Shone (1914) 
case in Colorado pushed 
for integration of Mexican 
American students into 
public school 

35 Saturnino Alvarado 
worked for the integration of 
Mexican American students 
in public school in Kansas 
City Kansas 1926-1927 

How did this Alvarado and other’s work influence other 
integration efforts? Did this integration efforts last? 
What were the short term and long-term impact of the 
Alvardo case with Argentine High school and others in 
Kansas City, Kansas? The nation? 
 

The Soviet Union’s 
successful launch of 
Sputnik in 1957 triggered a 
string of innovations in the 
United States to keep 

36 In 1958 President 
Eisenhower proposed the 
National Defense 
Education Act which he 
later signed into law that 

How did the NDEA influence schools and colleges 
during the Cold War and after? 
How did Sputnik influence the passage of the NDEA? 
What impact did the NDEA have short term on science, 
math, and STEM education? Long-term? 



America competitive in the 
Cold War’s Space Race 

improved Science 
Education throughout the 
nation in order to keep the 
America competitive in the 
Space Race 

What changes were made in American education due to 
NDEA? How did the NDEA change over time? 
Are there similar examples of legislation or reform 
efforts such as the NDEA today in schools? How do they 
connect to the NDEA? 

John Deer invented the 
steel plow in 1837 

37 The widespread 
innovation of using the 
steel plow to break-up the 
Great Plains led to the Dust 
Bowl with lasting impact 

How did the use of the steel plow influence the growth 
and farming methods used on the virgin prairies of states 
such as Kansas? 
What were the short term and long-term impact of the 
plow as it turned over the native prairie grasslands? 
What changes in agriculture did the steel blade plow 
bring? 
 

Charles Brace in 1854 
begins New York’s 
Children’s Aid Society to 
help orphans in the City of 
New York, establishing one 
of the first foster care 
homes 

38 In addition to orphans 
and foster care in New York, 
Orphan Trains were a new 
outreach that began with 
Charles Brace, eventually 
taking thousands of New 
York City and East Coast 
orphans on trains to the 
Midwest and West in order 
for them to find homes and 
possibly adoption 

How did Charles Brace influence the care of orphans? 
How did his actions influence not just New York but the 
nation? What impact did the Orphan Trains have on the 
orphans? On the families and communities that adopted 
or took them in? 
What were positive and negative short and long-term 
impacts of the Orphan Trains? 
How did the Orphan Trains change over time? Were all 
orphans included or eligible for the transportation? 

1883 William Worrall, 
Charles, and William James 
Mayo pioneer the new idea 
of integrated care of the 
whole patient  
 

39 In 1925, the Menninger 
family opened the 
Menninger Sanitarium and 
Psychopathic Hospital in 
Topeka, Kansas innovating 
the combination of 
medical, social, and 

How did the approach used by Menninger’s influence 
the overall care of mental health patients? 
What impact short term and long term did the 
Menninger’s methods have on training of psychiatrists 
and psychologists, implementation of intervention and 
treatment for mentally ill, and overall approach to 
general mental health in the state and in the nation? 



humane treatment of 
mentally ill patients. 

How did Menninger’s hospital and treatment methods 
change over time? 

Smith-Lever Act of 1914 
established County 
Extension services bringing 
education to farmers and 
the communities 

40 Kansas Senator Arthur 
Capper with John Ketchum 
conceived and passed an 
act that further funded 
county extension expanding 
the role of 4-H and 
establishing the Future 
Farmers of America for 
agriculture education of 
youth 

How did Arthur Capper’s legislation influence the young 
people of agricultural communities, the nation?  
What impact short term and long term did the Capper 
Ketchum bill have? How did it change over time? 
What short term and long-term impact and changes 
resulted with the establishment and growth of county 
extension services? 4-H? FFA? 
 

Fred Harvey in 1876 opens 
three restaurants on the 
Kansas Pacific Railroad 
with the idea of a clean 
restaurant serving quality 
food to passing railroad 
passengers 

41 Fred Harvey in 1878 with 
a contract with Atchinson, 
Topeka, and Santa Fe 
Railroad opened a chain of 
restaurants that built on his 
original idea promising 
consistent food, clean 
restaurants, and quick 
service for railroad 
passengers across the 
nation. 

What influence did the Harvey House restaurants have 
on other food service/restaurants of the day? What short 
term impact did the restaurants have? Long term 
impact? 
How did Fred Harvey change railroad travel? 
What impact did the Harvey House restaurants have on 
employment opportunities for women at that time? Were 
there groups of people not eligible for employment or 
admittance to the Harvey Houses? 
What connections can you find from the Harvey House 
Restaurants to modern times? 

Wheat had been harvested 
for centuries by when 
coming to the Central 
Plains of the United States, 
the wheat grown from 
Spring and harvested in the 
fall did not do as well. 
Russian/German 

42 Winter Wheat-Turkey 
Red Wheat 
Introduction of the Turkey 
Red or Winter Wheat 
brought about new 
innovations such as dry 
land farming that better fit 
the fertile land and difficult 

What influenced the adoption of the Turkey Red Wheat 
variety? Dry land farming methods? How did this general 
variety of wheat influence other brands of wheat and 
milling? Of bread and wheat products? 
What changed in agriculture immediately after the 
introduction of this variety of wheat in the Central Plains 
such as Kansas? How did this contribute to the state of 
Kansas becoming the Breadbasket of the World?  



Mennonites brought their 
hard winter wheat to 
Kansans that met that need 

conditions of the Central 
Plains of the United States 

What changed long term with the introduction of the 
harder kernel variety of wheat in the United States? The 
World? 
How did the introduction and usage of Winter Wheat 
change over time? 

Bayh-Dole Act Passed in 1980, this U.S. 

law led to innovations in 

patent law and inventions 

as universities, small 

businesses, and nonprofit 

organizations were able to 

own the discoveries and 

inventions from federally 

funded research. Prior to 

its passage, the federal 

government could claim 

legal right to such things, 

which rarely resulted in 

real-word products being 

brought to market for 

public benefit. 

In what ways does the Bayh-Dole Act represent 

innovation in patent law and government policy? 

What were the short and long-term impact of the act, 

including impacts in science, technology, and society? 

How did Bayh-Dole change the relationship among 

the federal government, universities, and private 

industry? 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


